HITLER  AND   I

are not taken within twenty-four hours the Reichs-
wehr will disarm the S.A. and will not hesitate to
overthrow Hitler himself!5

What was Adolf to do? Wait for Goering to carry
out his threat?

Let us carefully examine the speeches in which
Hitler tried to justify himself after the event.

cAt two o'clock in the morning I received from Ber-
lin and Munich two urgent and alarming messages. I
learned in the first place that the alarm was to be given
in Berlin at four o'clock, that trucks had been ordered
for the transport of shock-troops, and that at five
o'clock the assault and occupation of government
buildings was to begin.

'With this in view S.A. Groupleader Ernst did not
go to Wiessee, but stayed in Berlin to direct the coup
in person.

cln the second place I learned that the Munich S.A.
had already been warned at nine o'clock, when they
were not allowed to return home, but lodged in
emergency quarters.'

All this news unquestionably came from Goering,
and it was false. A Bremen newspaper, badly primed
by the Ministry of Propaganda, innocently stated on

July 3'-

'The S.A. leader Ernst, who was arrested on June 30
at Bremen together with his adjutant Kirschbaum, was
taken to Berlin by aeroplane. Frau Ernst was arrested
at Bremen at the same time, but was released on
July 2.'
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